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TELLING THE TIME
What time is it?

If you want to ask what time it is, say: Kolik je hodin?
To express the time you can use:

1) Twelve-hour system, for example: Kolik je hodin? — Ted'je osm (hodin). The word hodina can
be omitted in this phrase: Je osm. =Je osm hodin. To indicate the whole hour, we use the basic
numeral in the feminine form.

1.00 = 13.00 | Je jedna (hodina).
2.00 = 14.00 | Jsou dvé (hodiny).
3.00 = 15.00 | Jsou tfi (hodiny).
4.00 =16.00 | Jsou ctyri (hodiny).
5.00 =17.00 | Je pét (hodin).
6.00 = 18.00 | Je sest (hodin).
7.00 = 19.00 | Je sedm (hodin).
8.00 =20.00 | Je osm (hodin).
9.00 = 21.00 | Je devét (hodin).
10.00 = 22.00 | Je deset (hodin).
11.00 = 23.00 | Je jedendct (hodin).
12.00 = 24.00 | Je dvandct (hodin).

2) The twenty-four-hour system, which is typical in an official context, e.g. on TV or radio, at
the airport, at the train station. For example, Ted'je 20.15. (read: dvacet patndct). We do not
add the word hodina/hodiny/hodin after the digital form.

3) Specifying using parts of the clock is common in everyday spoken language:

{ 1% :I Je jedna (hodina).
7| Je étvrt na osm.
WO (Etvrt na jednu, na dvé, na tfi, ...)

™ | Je pul osmé.
LA (pdl jedné, druhé, treti, ctrté, ...)

Je tri Ctvrté na osm.
(tfi Ctvrté na jednu, na dvé, na tri, ...)

The accusative of the base numeral in the feminine is used after the expressions ctvrt na and
tri Ctvrté na (e.g. na jednu, na dvé).

After the phrase pdl..., the ordinal genitive of the feminine form is used (pdl druhé, pdl treti,
pll desdté, except for the phrase pdl jedné).

ATTENTION: After the expressions Ctvrt na, pal and tri ¢tvrté na, the numeral used indicates
the next hour! 7.15 = Ctvrt na osm.
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ATTENTION: After the expressions Ctvrt na, pal and tri ¢tvrté na, the numeral used indicates
the next hour! 7.15 = Ctvrt na osm.

When? What time?

When we ask what time something is (was) happening (happened), we use the preposition
v/ve and the numeral in the accusative case. Again, we have several ways of expressing the

time:

1) Twelve-hour system with specification of the time of day (morning, later morning,
evening,... etc.), unless it is implied by the context e.g.: V kolik hodin je koncert? — V osm
(vecer). V kolik hodin jsi Sel spat? — Ve dvé (rdno).

Parts of the day
Approximate time Nominative When?
period singular
5.00 - 9.00 rano rdno

9.00-12.00 dopoledne dopoledne
12.00 poledne v poledne

12.00-17.00 odpoledne odpoledne

17.00 - 23.00 vecer vecer

23.00 - 5.00 noc Vv noci

2) The 24-hour system is typical in an official context e.g. on TV or radio, at the airport, at the
train station. We again use the preposition v/ve and the accusative of the numeral, for

example:

Film je ve 20.15. (read: ve dvacet patndct).
Budik zvonil v 1.30. (read: v jednu tficet).

We do not add the word hodina/hodiny/hodin after the digital form.

3) Specification using parts of the clock. This way of expressing time is common in everyday

spoken language.

s [f-“\. Obédvdam v jednu (hodinu).
| | Obédvdm ve dve, tri, Ctyri (hodiny).
Vecerim v pét, sest, ... (hodin).

| -~ | Sniddm ve ¢tvrt na osm.

P
\ 1 ) | Sniddm v/o piil osmé.

i . v v
= | | Snidam ve tfi ¢tvrté na osm.

For the phrase pdl (osmé), we can use both the preposition v/ve and the preposition o: Prijdu
v pal desaté. = Prijdu o pal desaté.
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