Spolufinancovano
z programu Evropské unie

czech =

Vytvofeno v ramci projektu CZECH ONLINE - Cestina jako cizi jazyk pro specifické tgely | reg. 6. 2020-1-CZ01-KA203-078454

IN KATOWICE

ITY OF APPLIED SCIENCES

Erasmus+
Cestina jako cizi jazyk pro specifické ugely

MODAL VERBS

Modal verbs do not have a meaning in themselves, but only modify the meaning of the full-
meaning verb in the sentence. In Czech, these verbs are:
moct, (jd) muZu
muset, (jd) musim
chtit, (jd) chci
smét, (ja) smim
The verbs muset and smét are inflected regularly according to the i~-declination:
/ musim

you musis

he, she musi

my musime

You musite

They musi

/ smim

y smis

he, she smi

my smime

You smite

They smi
The verb moct is inflected according to the u-declension:

/ miZu

you miZes

he, she mizZe

my miZeme

You miZete

They miZou
The verb chtit has a completely irregular inflection:

/ chci

you chces

he, she chce

my chceme

You chcete

They chteji
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Modal verbs are usually followed by an infinitive, for example, Chci pracovat. MiiZu pracovat.
Musim pracovat.

However, the verb chtit can also be followed by a direct object (in the accusative), for example,
Chci nové auto. Chci to.

Note the different meanings of the verbs muset and smét in the positive and negative forms:
Musim jist zdravé jidlo. (command) X Nesmim kourit. (prohibition)
Smim otevrit okno? (polite question) X Nemusim chodit pésky, mam auto. (option)

The modal meaning of the verb mit:

Note the two meanings of the verb mit: to have and to have to (modal). Compare:
a) specific meaning: Mdme auto.
b) modal meaning: Nevim, co mdam koupit mamince. Omlouvdm se, méla jsem ti zavolat driv.

Modal verbs in the conditional

Modal verbs are used very often in the conditional. They express politeness, suggestion,
advice, but also uncertainty. For example:

Chtél/chtéla bych se vds na néco zeptat.

Mohl/mohla bych si pajéit vasi tuzku?

Meél/méla bych se ucit dFiv slovicka, nebo gramatiku?

Meél/méla bys prestat koufit.
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